Hani Hamza

Some Aspects of the Economic and Social Life of Ibn Taghribirdi
Based on an Examination of His Wagfiyah

The famous Mamluk historian Abii al-Mahasin Yiisuf Ibn Taghribirdi was born in
Cairo in 812/1409-10 and died in 874/1470. His works and public life have been
extensively researched and will not be dealt with here. Instead, Ibn Taghribirdi’s
wagfiyah will be used to explore other aspects of his life. The text of the waqfiyah
is given in an appendix to this article. First an attempt will be made to determine
the location and the architectural layout of his turbah, built in the Northern
Cemetery of Cairo. We have no trace of this once “huge” turbah' as it has totally
disappeared. Secondly, the functions, personnel, and the maintenance cost of the
turbah foundation will be summarized. Finally the wagfiyah will also be used to
address the financial status of the founder, his family relations, and his sexuality,
subjects seldom covered by traditional contemporary sources.

The contents and the formal characteristics of the waqfiyah were summarized in
a lecture by ‘Abd al-Latif Ibrahim at a symposium marking the 500th anniversary
of the death of Ibn Taghribirdi in 1972.% Although this paper adopts a different
approach to the study of the wagfiyah, some overlap and redundancies are
unavoidable.

THE SoURCE: DESCRIPTION OF THE WAQFIYAH DOCUMENT

The wagfiyah is housed in the National Archives in Cairo, cataloged as no. 147
and dated 14 Sha‘ban 870/1465. It is a paper roll 33 cm wide and 17.20 cm
long written in black ink in legible handwriting and remains in generally good
condition except for some disintegration in the left margins.

TurBAH: A NEW INTERPRETATION

Recent research has shown that the turbah developed under the Mamluks and
functioned not only as a grave or mausoleum, as is commonly known, but also
served other purposes.* The turbah, in general, consisted of units such as an inner

© Middle East Documentation Center. The University of Chicago.

!Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sakhawi, Al-Daw’ al-Lami‘ li-Ahl al-Qarn al-Tdsi¢
(Beirut, 1966), 10:308.

2¢Abd al-Latif Ibrahim, “Wagfiyat Ibn Taghri Birdi,” in Al-Mwarrikh Ibn Taghri Birdi Jamal al-Din
Abil al-Mahasin Yiisuf 812-874 H (Cairo, 1974), 182-222.

3The document we now have is a transcription of the original deed, but it is considered a legal
document since it was authenticated by a notary and confirmed by witnesses. See ibid., 184.
“Hani Hamzah, “Al-Turab al-Mamliikiyah bi-Madinat al-Qahirah (648-923 AH/1250-1517 AD)”
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court (hawsh), pavilion (magsirah), domed cube (qubbah), mosque, madrasah,
sabil, kuttab, loggia (maq‘ad), hall (qa‘ah), residential areas, and stables. All these
units were typically enclosed by a wall and entered through a portal within an
elaborate facade, which included a minaret in some cases. This architectural
setting served several expressive, socioeconomic, and religious objectives of the
patrons who came mainly from the Mamluk ranks and the civilian elite.

A study of the remains of several buildings specifically designated by their
foundation inscriptions and/or other contemporary sources as turbahs led to the
formulation of the turbah model.> The exact layout and functions of the existing
turbahs are subject to some confusion since many either disappeared or remain
only partially standing with no known wagfiyahs to provide descriptions. This fact
gives a particular significance to the wagqfiyah of Ibn Taghribirdi for enabling us
to know precisely the typical architectural layout of a turbah,® and its functions
and activities as stated by the founder himself and clearly spelled out in his

wagfiyah.

LocATiON OF THE TURBAH

According to the wagfiyah the turbah was located outside Bab al-Nasr on the
sultanic road (al-Darb al-Sultani), the main route to Syria, in the direction of
the turbah of al-Zahir Abd Sa‘id and Shaykh Kahnafush.” The titles and kunyah

(Ph.D. diss., Cairo University, 2004), 3-4.

>The foundations included in this study are those of: Mankali Bugha al-Fakhri (unlisted monument,
ca. second quarter of the eighth/fourteenth century); Tankizbugha (Index 85, 764/1362);
Princess Tiliibiyah (Index 80, 765/1364); Taybugha al-Tawil (Index 372, 768/1366); al-Ashraf
Barsbay (Index 121, 835/1432); al-Ashraf Inal (Index 158, 855-60/1451-56); Girbash Qashiq
(listed as part of the complex of al-Ashraf Inal, 853-56/1449-1452); Barsbay al-Bajasi (Index
124, 860/1456); Janibik Na’ib Jiddah (Index 171, 869/1465); Qaytbay (Index 95/99/100/101,
877-79/1472-74); Azdamur (Index 90, 885/1480-81); Tikiyah of Abd Sayf (Index 111, end of
ninth/fifteenth century), Azdamur min ‘Ali Bay (Index 174, 908/1502); Khayr Bik (Index 248,
908/1502-3); al-Ghiiri (Index 65, 909-10,/1503-4); Qurgmas (Index 162, 911-13/1506-7). See
Index to Mohammedan Monuments in Cairo (Cairo, 1951).

SChristel Kessler, who works on the funerary architecture of Cairo, has discussed their architectural
features, plans, the decorative scheme of their domes, and their orientation, as well as their
placement within the urban fabric of the city. However, she did not classify the turbah as a
separate building genre and limited her studies to a formal architectural analysis of religious
establishments with adjoining mausolea, mainly within the city proper. See Christel Kessler,
“Funerary Architecture within the City,” in Colloque International sur UHistoire du Caire (1969)
(Cairo, 1972), 257-67; idem, The Carved Masonry Domes of Mediaeval Cairo (Cairo, 1976); idem,
“Mecca-Oriented Urban Architecture in Mamluk Cairo: The Madrasa-Mausoleum of Sultan
Sha‘ban II,” in In Quest of an Islamic Humanism: Arabic and Islamic Studies in Memory of Mohamed
al-Nowaihli, ed. A. H. Green (Cairo, 1984), 97-108.

"Dar al-Wath2’iq al-Qawmiyah MS 147 Mamalik, lines 46-47. ‘Ali Kahnafush, or Kahnabush
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(epithet) of the sultan are given but his name has disappeared in the damaged
margin of the document. ‘Abd al-Latif Ibrahim assumed, obviously incorrectly,
that the deceased sultan al-Zahir Abii Sa‘id Jagmaq was meant,® not al-Zahir Abt
Sa‘id Khushqadam, who was the reigning sultan of that time (r. 865-72/1461-67)
and bore the same title and kunyah. The latter sultan is the correct choice for two
reasons; first, the document includes a prayer for his long reign,® a phrase reserved
naturally for a living sultan; second, the name of the sultan is not preceded by
al-shahid (martyr), which was customary when referring to a deceased sultan in
official papers or monumental epigraphy. Contemporary sources indicate that al-
Zahir Khushgadam built a turbah/madrasah for himself at the northern part of the
Northern Cemetery, which no longer exists,'* in a rare, if not unique, case of the
disappearance of a royal Mamluk monument under unknown circumstances.

The wagfiyah indicates that the main western facade (with the portal and the
windows) faced al-Darb al-Sultani, while the opposite eastern facade (the qiblah
side) faced the desert, meaning empty space. The northern facade faced a side
road while the southern facade faced the madrasah of al-Ashraf Inal, which still
exists.!! Thus we can determine with accuracy the site of the turbah as having
been north of the madrasah of Inal across the main road (fig. 1). It was also
near the turbah of al-Jamali Ysuf ibn ‘Abd al-Karim, known as Ibn Katib Jakam
nazir al-jaysh wa-al-khass (controller of the army and privy funds), who died in
862/1458.'2 This turbah no longer exists.

P1LAN AND ARCHITECTURE OF THE TURBAH
The turbah, as described in the wagqfiyah, is composed of 18 units as illustrated in
the plan (fig. 2). Here is a brief description of their form and function:

1. The entrance (1) (lines 49-54):

Made of stone as part of the main western facade alongside the main road. A
typical portal with the stairs leading to the door within an arched recess, flanked
by two benches (maksalah) and two inscription bands (text not quoted).

according to other sources (d. 798/1398), had a zawiyah built for him at the northern part of the
Northern Cemetery. See Hani Hamza, The Northern Cemetery of Cairo (Costa Mesa, CA, 2001),
25.

8Tbrahim, “Wagqfiyat Ibn Taghri Birdi,” 193.

°Dar al-Wath®’iq al-Qawmiyah MS 147 Mamalik, line 47.
YHamza, The Northern Cemetery, 16, 29.

Dar al-Wath@’iq al-Qawmiyah MS 147 Mamalik, lines 93-96.
12Hamza, The Northern Cemetery, 16.
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2. The vestibule (dirkah) (2) (lines 55-57):

The portal leads to a vestibule which has a stone platform at its opposite side,
and two recesses/cupboards (kutbiyah) for the storage of books or other objects
topped by a window overlooking the hawsh (court). Two side doors lead to the
sabil and a corridor.

3. The drinking fountain (al-sabil) (3) (lines 58-68):

This occupies the northern corner, with two perpendicular windows overlooking
the street, making water available all day except during Ramadan. It has a cistern
beneath the marble flooring and is covered by a shallow dome with an attached
room for the sabil keeper (mazamalati).

4. The corridor (5) (lines 68-73):

An internal barrel-vaulted passage with doors leading to the kuttab situated
over the sabil and undefined apartments (tibaq) through a staircase. Another
door leads to the doorman’s (bawwab) room (6), and two more doors lead to the
court.

5. The court (hawsh) (lines 73-75):

This is the internal heart of the turbah which connects the various units and
is used for charity burial as decided by the founder and the wagqf superintendent
(al-nagir) after him.

6. The residential area (lines 75-86):

This is the largest unit of the turbah, located at the southern part and made
up of two stories. The ground floor has a large room with no windows (7), which
was not assigned any function, and four other parts all entered through doors in
the court.

The first unit consists of a passage (8) with a kitchen (9) and a lavatory (10),
both for the private use of the founder and his descendants, with a stairway to the
upper floor. This passage leads to a large apartment which consists of an inner
court (durga‘ah) (11) and then leads to an iwan (12) with shallow recesses and
cupboards. Al-Sakhawi had mentioned in his biography of Ibn Taghribirdi that
he kept his books and notes at his turbah; one can safely assume that they were
kept in this part of the turbah in the recesses and cupboards, although this fact is
not mentioned in the deed. Moreover, a librarian was mentioned in another part
of the wagfiyah as part of the staff. The staircase leads to an L-shaped apartment
with windows overlooking the main and side streets. This part is designated as the
private residence of the founder and whomever he chooses, then his family after
him, followed by any of the turbah staff members if no family members survive,

Article: http://mamluk.uchicago.edu/MSR_XII-1_2008-Hamza-pp139-172.pdf
Full volume: http://mamluk.uchicago.edu/MamlukStudiesReview_XII-1_2008.pdf



MAMLUK STUDIES REVIEW VoL. 12, no. 1, 2008 143

as chosen by al-nazir. No outsider is ever allowed to reside here.

The second unit is another windowless room (khilwah) (13) with a small
apartment on top of it. The third unit has three lavatories (14) for the use of the
turbah staff and visitors and the fourth part is a stable (15) with another apartment
on top of it which was not finished at the time the waqf deed was written.

7. The side door (bab al-sirr) (16) (lines 85-86):

This is a secondary door next to the stable leading to the side street, used for
coffins being brought for burial, and for the entry of horses or other animals to
the stable.

8. The iwan and the burial pavilion (17) (lines 86-93):

This is the most sacred part of the turbah, as usual occupying the giblah
(eastern) side of the turbah. Built of stone, it has four underground burial chambers
(fasqiyah) and a stone floor most probably raised above the court ground level by
two steps, as is common.

The iwan consists of five arcades; the middle one contained a mihrab and was
used as a mosque for prayers. The other four arcades were not used for prayer,
since they are positioned over the four burial chambers and prayers cannot be
performed over the remains of the dead. The first fasqiyah was assigned for the
burial of the amir Qulmitay ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Ishaqi (d. 877/1472),'® the husband
of the founder’s niece ‘A’ishah, his family, and his retinue. The second was
assigned to his niece ‘A’ishah bint Janibik al-Bashmiqdar,* and her descendants
and retinue. The third was assigned to another niece, Zaynab bint Hamzah ibn
Taghribirdi, and her family and retinue. The fourth was reserved for the founder
himself and whomever else he chose. Following his burial, the fasqiyah was to be
locked and sealed so no one else could be buried with him afterwards.'s

One might wonder why the burial area was divided into four parts, the middle
section being assigned as a mosque by the wagqfiyah. Obviously Ibn Taghribirdi
wanted his own individual burial area as he did not have a wife or children. Each
branch of the surviving family was assigned a separate area. The arcades provided
the necessary roof or shelter customary on a fasqiyah and must have been used
for all kinds of rituals including sublimations and reading the glorious Quran for
the benefit of each individual family branch. We have to presume the nature of
those activities, since the wagqfiyah assigns a function for the middle arcade only

13A junior amir ‘asharah (commander of ten soldiers). See al-Sakhawi, Daw’, 6:224.

1A low-ranking mamluk in charge of carrying the footwear of the sultan or an amir during the
prayer time or other occasions. See Hasan al-Basha, Al-Funiin al-Islamiyah wa-al-Waz@if ‘ald al-
Athar al-‘Arabiyah (Cairo, n.d.), 1:304.

5Dar al-Wath2’iq al-Qawmiyah MS 147 Mamalik, lines 299-301.
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but does not mention the flanking spaces.

Conclusions about the turbah model and structure will be incomplete without
comparison to other examples. The margin of the wagfiyah of Abti Zakariya Ibn
‘Abd Allah Miisé (chief surgeon of al-Bimaristan al-Mansiir1),'¢ dated 871/1466
and 885/1480,' gives a detailed description which enables us to draw a plan of
the turbah (fig. 3). It consists of 16 units: entrance, vestibule, sabil, stable, court,
side entrance, burial magsiirah, mosque, residential quarters, lavatories, and a
kitchen. This plan is very similar to that of Ibn Taghribirdi’s turbah, which has the
same units albeit arranged differently and with minor variations.

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE TURBAH AND ITs EXPENSES

Table 1 summarizes the staff appointed to the turbah and its expenses (revenue
sums are seldom mentioned precisely in a wagf deed).'® The staff consisted of the
administrator (nazir), twenty persons doing various jobs, and ten young orphans
below the age of puberty.'’

The administrative functions were carried out by a staff consisting of the nazir
to oversee the wagqf properties and the turbah, and another person simultaneously
acting as shahid (witness) to observe and authenticate the foundation’s transactions,
and as a librarian to maintain the books and notes that the founder deposited at
the turbah.®

The religious and educational functions were carried out by a faqih (jurist)
who taught the young orphans at the kuttab, two Quran readers, and ten Sufis to
carry out various tasks.

The service functions were carried out by a bawwab or doorkeeper, a mazamalati
or sabil keeper, and four farrash/waqqad or janitors for cleaning; the waqqad
handled the lighting and illumination of the turbah.

A stipend was allocated for the education of ten young orphans. In addition the

18Died in Rajab 888,/1483. For his biography see al-Sakhawi, Daw’, 10:230; Doris Behrens-Abouseif,
Fath Allah and Abii Zakariyya: Physicians Under the Mamluks (Cairo, 1987), 21-25.

7The wagqfiyah deed is housed in the National Archives in Cairo (Dar al-Watha’iq al-Qawmiyah),
under no. 152 Mamalik; the margin is dated 11 Sha‘ban 872/1468.

8The founder endowed several pieces of real estate to finance the turbah, comprising a house
in Harat Burjwan in Cairo, a plot of land in Biilaq, a minor share in three plots of farmland in
Gharbiyah province, and part of a village iqta‘ in the Maniifiyah province. See Ibrahim, “Wagfiyat
Ibn Taghri Birdi,” 201.

In a sense, the ten orphans were more beneficiaries of the wagfiyah than staff members. However,
in the wagqfiyah they are included with the staff since they received a stipend on the condition that
they attended the lessons. They were permanent members of the turbah like all other staff, except
that they were replaced by younger boys when they reached puberty.

2Though this is not explicitly mentioned in the wagfiyah it is mentioned by al-Sakhawi. See al-
Sakhawi, Daw’, 10:308.
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founder allocated various sums of money to procure water and equipment for the
sabil and maintenance of the turbah in general.?!

The total monthly salaries, according to table 1, came to 7,200 trade dirham
min al-fuliis al-judud® or fuliis (plural of fals, made out of copper, not silver) per
month, which is 86,400 dirhams per year. The founder also allocated 3,900
dirhams yearly for other expenses. The total outlay would have been 90,300
dirhams, which seems a large amount, especially if we consider that the average
income of a prominent scholar in a religious foundation ranged between 500 to
1,000 dirhams per month.

We can compare this with other foundations of the period. The wagqfiyah of
the complex of Barsbay, built almost thirty years earlier, as stated by Fernandes,*
shows a total yearly expense for wages of 15,600 trade dirhams and 7,230 dirham
nugrah (silver and copper). According to al-Magqrizi, one dirham nuqrah equaled
20 trade dirhams in 826,/1423.% Thus the total wages would amount to 160,200
trade dirhams per year; in addition he allocated a bread stipend of 32,100 loaves
and 10 irdabbs of wheat per year. Al-Maqrizi also gives the price of three loaves
of bread from this period as 1 trade dirham and an irdabb of wheat as 80 trade
dirhams,* which made a total bread stipend of 18,700 trade dirhams per year
and a total expense of 179,900 trade dirhams per year.

The expenses of the turbah of Ibn Taghribirdi would have been a little more
than half that of the complex of Barsbay, which is a hefty sum if we consider that
the latter was the largest complex in the area, had a teaching function, and was
the royal foundation of one of the richest sultans of the Burji period. This is a
telling indication of how grand Ibn Taghribirdi’s turbah must have been.

As another example, the staff of the complex of al-Ashraf Qaytbay, which was

A The staff functions, stipend, qualifications, and the various expenditure outlays were described in
lines 353 to 415 of the waqfiyah and shown in more detail in table 1. See also Ibrahim, “Wagqfiyat
Ibn Taghri Birdi,” 206-14.

2Meaning “new dirham” and sometime called trade dirham. According to Schultz “this term, the
subject of modern disagreement, is best understood as the amount of copper coins necessary to
equal the value of a dirham’s worth of silver.” See Warren C. Schultz, “Mamluk Monetary History:
A Review Essay,” Mamlitk Studies Review 3 (1999): 188. For more details on the use of copper
coinage in Mamluk Egypt, see idem, “Mamluk Egyptian Copper Coinage Before 759,/1357-1358:
A Preliminary Inquiry,” Mamlitk Studies Review 5 (2001): 25-43.

ZLeonor Fernandes, “Three Sufi Foundations in a 15th Century Wagqfiyya,” Annales Islamologiques
17 (1981): 153-55.

2Taqi al-Din Ahmad ibn ‘Ali al-Maqrizi, Kitab al-Sulitk bi-Ma‘rifat al-Duwal wa-al-Muliik, vols. 1-2,
ed. Muhammad Mustafa Ziyadah (Cairo, 1958); vols. 3-4, ed. Sa‘id ‘Abd al-Fattah ‘Ashiir (Cairo,
1973), 4:634.

51bid.
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built in the same period, as summarized by Popper,2® numbered 38 excluding the
students and the orphans of the kuttab. Its total yearly stipend was approximately
253,200 dirhams. The stipend for the forty students was 240,000 dirhams per
year, and the stipend for the twenty orphans was 24,000 per year. In addition the
deed assigns a daily bread ration of 250 loaves, which would have cost around
65,000 dirhams per year, based on the average price of a loaf of bread in that
period, which Adam Sabra has suggested was 0.71 dirhams.?” Thus, the total
annual salary expenses at the turbah of Qaytbay would have been approximately
569,000 dirhams.

The complex of Qaytbay had a madrasah which represents more than half of
the expenses, while the turbah of Ibn Taghribirdi had no students or teaching
functions.?® This means that the expenses of both foundations, apart from those
related to teaching, were similar, taking into consideration the relative size of
each. In addition the former is the royal foundation of the greatest sultan of the
Burji period and his complex, which still stands today, is considered to be one of
the jewels of Mamluk architecture.

FINANCIAL STATUS OF IBN TAGHRIBIRDI

These facts, in addition to the large sums spent on building the turbah itself, leave
no doubt that Ibn Taghribirdi was a rich man, but the question remains: how
did he accumulate such wealth? His father Taghribirdi al-Atabaki®® was a high-

%William Popper, Egypt and Syria Under the Circassian Sultans, 1382-1458 A.D.: Systematic Notes
to Ibn Taghri Birdi’s Chronicles of Egypt, University of California Publications in Semitic Philology,
vols. 15-16 (Berkeley, 1955-1957), 16:120-21.

% Adam Sabra, Poverty and Charity in Medieval Islam: Mamluk Egypt, 1250-1517, Cambridge Studies
in Islamic Civilization (Cambridge, 2000), 126.

B[ distinguish between two systems of education in the Mamluk period; one took place in the
kuttab and included basic proper conduct (adab), study of the Quran, reading, and handwriting.
The teacher in this case was called mw’addib (teacher of conduct) or fagih (jurisprudent), and
his assistant was called ‘arif. In charitable kuttabs the students were invariably drawn from
among the poor and pre-pubescent orphans. This was not considered a formal education, but a
basic introduction to the tenets of Islam and to proper conduct. Formal education, on the other
hand, was conducted in madrasahs by qualified teachers, normally called shaykhs. The students,
called talabah, were adults. The turbah of Ibn Taghribirdi provided for a kuttab but not for formal
education or a student stipend.

»Jamal al-Din Abi al-Mahasin Ydsuf Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal al-Safi wa-al-Mustawfd ba‘d al-
Wafi, vols. 1-2 ed. Muhammad Muhammad Amin (Cairo, 1984); vol. 3 ed. Nabil Muhammad ‘Abd
al-‘Aziz (Cairo, 1989); vol. 4 ed. Muhammad Muhammad Amin (Cairo, 1986); vol. 5 ed. Nabil
Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz (Cairo, 1987); vol. 6 ed. Muhammad Muhammad Amin (Cairo, 1990);
vol. 7 ed. Muhammad Muhammad Amin (Cairo, 1993); vol. 8 ed. Muhammad Muhammad Amin
(Cairo, 1999); vol. 9 ed. Muhammad Muhammad Amin (Cairo, 2002); vol. 10 ed. Muhammad
Muhammad Amin (Cairo, 2003), 4:35.
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ranking state official during the turbulent reign of al-Nasir Faraj. Taghribirdi died
in Damascus as viceroy of Syria in 815/1412 when his son Abtu al-Mahasin was
only three years old. Taghribirdi left a large fortune which was confiscated by al-
Nasir Faraj and squandered in his last military campaign against rebel amirs shortly
before his murder. Nothing of this large fortune passed on to Ibn Taghribirdi or
his family and they were left with no money or estate (as he himself testifies). 3
But we know from the wagfiyah that he had a house in Harat Burjwan in Cairo, a
piece of land in Biilaq, a minor share in three plots of farmland in the Gharbiyah
province, and part of a village igta‘ in the Maniifiyah province.

As one of the awlad al-nas he received a monthly salary and a stipend of fodder,
meat, and bread from the government. However, this could not have been much,
and we must look for other sources of his wealth.

Unlike many other historians, Ibn Taghribirdi never held any administrative
or military office despite belonging to the awlad al-nas and possessing skills in
martial arts, as he and his biographers claimed. Perhaps this was because his
father died when he was very young. Ibn Taghribirdi devoted all of his time to
scholarly work as well as playing and writing music, yet he possessed a charming
character, was generous and modest, and thus enjoyed wide social relations.*!

His father was riimi, meaning that he most likely came from Greece or the
Balkans, and was not a Circassian like most of the Mamluk elite of the time.
The background of his mother is unknown. He spoke fluent Turkish, was well
acquainted with the manners of the elite, and moved freely within the ruling
circle.

Ibn Taghribirdi had a network of family ties to the sultans al-Zahir Barqiiq
and his son al-Nasir Faraj and the ruling elite; the cousin of his father, Shirin
al-Riimiyah, was a wife of the former sultan and the mother of the latter.® His
father also married a divorcee of al-Zahir Barqiig, who bore him a daughter
called Shaqrah. His sister Fatimah was married to al-Nasir Faraj. His other sister
‘N’ishah, also known as Shaqrah, was first married to a senior amir, Agbugha al-
Tamrazi (d. 843/1439-40), who was viceroy of Syria, and then was married to

% Al-Sakhawi, Daw’, 10:306; see also the biography written by Ibn Taghribirdi’s friend and disciple
Ahmad Ibn Husayn al-Turkmani, in Jamal al-Din Abii al-Mahasin Ydsuf Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujiim
al-Zahirah fi Mulitk Misr wa-al-Qahirah, vols. 1-12 (Cairo, 1929-56); vols. 13-14 ed. Fahim Shaltfit
(Cairo, 1970); vol. 15 ed. Ibrahim ‘Ali Tarkhan (Cairo, 1971); vol. 16 ed. Jamal al-Din al-Shayyal
and Fahim Muhammad Shaltiit (Cairo, 1972), 1:16.

31 Al-Sakhawi, Daw’, 10:306; see also al-Turkmani’s biography in Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujim al-
Zahirah, 1:16.

32Ahmad Darraj, “Nash’at Abi Al-Mahasin wa-Atharuha fi Kitabatihi lil-Tarikh,” in Al-Mw’arrikh
Ibn Taghri Birdi, 62.

%Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal al-Safi, 4:42.
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Sidi** Khalil, son of al-Nasir Faraj. One of his nieces, a daughter of Shaqrah, was
married to Muhammad, the favorite son of al-Zahir Jagmaq, who was a candidate
for the sultanate but for his untimely death in 847/1443-44.3¢ The oldest sister
of Ibn Taghribirdi, Bayram, was married to Yashbik Ibn Azdamur al-Zahiri (d.
817/1414-15) when he was the viceroy of Aleppo.¥

Ibn Taghribirdi’s status and lineage allowed him access to sultans; he went
hunting with al-Ashraf Barsbay and accompanied him on his military campaign
against Amid in Anatolia. He was close to the court of al-Zahir Jagmaq, as he was
a friend of his son Muhammad, the husband of Ibn Taghribirdi’s niece, as we have
seen earlier. He attended a scholarly council held by the sultan every Friday at
the Citadel and was a close friend of al-Qadi Kamal al-Din al-Barizi, katib al-sirr
al-sharif (royal confidential secretary).®®

Though he was not close to al-Ashraf Inal and seldom visited the Citadel
during his reign, Ibn Taghribirdi was still well connected to him through his close
relationship with Yiisuf ibn ‘Abd al-Karim Katib Jakam (d. 862/1458), who was
nagir al-jaysh wa-al-khdss (superintendent of the army and the privy council). He
again became close to the court of al-Zahir Khushqadam and particularly close to
the most powerful amir of the time, Janibik, n@ib Jiddah (d. 867/1462).%

Both al-Sakhawi and al-Jawhari, his contemporary and rival historians, alleged
that Ibn Taghribirdi used his origins and contacts with some of the powerful amirs
to attract financial favors, including real estate and money, from the state. In their
accounts, they also allege that he received gifts and money from members of the
elite to write favorably about them in his chronicles.*’ These accusations were
strictly denied by Ibn Taghribirdi and his disciples.*

We cannot, therefore, accept those claims at face value, since both historians
were professional rivals of Ibn Taghribirdi and were notoriously jealous of him.
However, we also cannot discount the possibility that he used his connections,

348idi, singular of al-asydad, meaning the masters, is the title normally used to designate sons of
Mamluk sultans who do not succeed to the sultanic throne.

*Marrying of widows and divorcees was very common in Mamluk society.

%Darraj, “Nash’at Abi al-Mahasin,” 63.

%1bid., 64.

%1bid., 70.

*Ibid., 70-71.

“In particular they alluded to his close relationship with al-Sahib Jamal al-Din Yiisuf Ibn Katib
Jakim (d. 862/1458) and Janibik n@ib Jiddah (d. 867/1462). See al-Sakhawi, Daw’, 10:306; ‘Ali
ibn Dawid al-Jawhari al-Sayrafi, Inb@ al-Hasr bi-Abn@ al-‘Asr, ed. Hasan Habashi (Cairo, 1970),
179-81.

“Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal al-Safi, 1:16.
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social status, and scholarly prestige to augment his wealth.*? On the other hand
we know that he inherited an igta‘ that he shared with his brother Qasim,* and
it is likely that he may also have inherited reasonable sums of money from his
sister who was married to a rich qadi,* as well as other family members whom
he survived.*

FamiLy RELATIONS

Ibn Taghribirdi, following the practice of most Mamluk historians, did not write
his autobiography. What we possess of his biography focuses on his education and
works, hardly touching on his personal life. Most of the details we know about his
family are derived from the biography he wrote of his father.*

Ibn Taghribirdi was the youngest of ten children, all born to different mothers,
except for himself and his full sister. The boys were Qasim (b. 798/1395-96,
d.?), Hamzah (b. 800/1397-98, d. 848/1444-45), Ibrahim (b. 808/1405-6,
d. 826/1422-23), Muhammad (b. 800/1397-98, d. 819/1416-17) and Isma‘l
(b. 810/1407-8, d. 833/1429-30). The sisters were Khawand Fatimah, who
was married to the sultan al-Nasir Faraj (b. 795/1392-93, d. 846/1442-43),
Bayram (b. 807/1404-5, d. 826/1422-23), Hajir, who was his only full sister
(b. 807/1404-5, d. 846/1442-43), and ‘A’ishah, also called Shagrah. She was
married to Khalil, al-Nasir Faraj’s son, and her mother was a former wife of al-
Zahir Barqiiq.* As a boy, Ibn Taghribirdi lived with his only full sister, Hajir. She
was married to the chief Shafi‘i judge, ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Bulqini (d. 824/1420-

“2For more detailed discussions of the properties of Ibn Taghribirdi and the web of his social
relations, as well as his relations with the ruling elite and the sultan, see Darraj, “Nash’at Abi Al-
Mahasin,” 64-73.

3 Al-Jawhari, Inb@ al-Hasr, 179.

“His sister Hajir was married to ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Bulqini, who came from a rich family. It
is worth noting here that Ibn Taghribirdi refers to his sister as karimati, a term used in modern
Arabic to designate a daughter, not a sister. Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal al-Safi, 7:200.

“In addition to the primary and secondary sources quoted above there exists a large corpus of
secondary sources dedicated to the study of Ibn Taghribirdi’s private and public life. See Ahmad
Izzat ‘Abd al-Karim, “Al-Mwarrikh al-Misri Jamal al-Din Abii al-Mahasin ibn Taghribirdi,”
in Al-Mwarrikh Ibn Taghri Birdi, 11-18; Mahmiid Isma“l ‘Abd al-Raziq, “Manhaj al-Mwarrikh
Ibn Taghribirdi fi Kitabihi al-Nujim al-Zahirah,” in ibid., 107-22; Said ‘Abd al-Fattah ‘Ashiir,
“Makanat Ibn Taghribirdi bayna Mwarrikhi Misr fi al-Qarn al-Tasi¢ al-Hijri,” in ibid., 87-106;
Ahmad Darraj, “La vie d’Abii’l-Mahasin Ibn Tagri Birdi et son oeuvre,” Annales Islamologiques
11 (1972): 163-81; William Popper, “Ab{’l-Mahasin Djamal al-Din Yiisuf b. Taghri Birdi,” The
Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2nd ed., 1:137-38; Gaston Wiet, “L’Historien Abul-Mahasin,” Bulletin de
Ulnstitut d’Egypte 12 (1930): 89-105.

4Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal al-Safi, 4:31-43.

“1bid., 41-42.
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21), who tutored young Yiisuf. This prominent judge played a major role in his
upbringing and education as attested by the historian himself.*® Such kindness
evidently influenced the character of Ibn Taghribirdi, for he remained grateful
and attached to his family all his life, as we can see from the wagqfiyah.

By the time he drew up the wagqfiyah in Sha‘ban 870/1465 all his brothers and
sisters had died except Khawand ‘A’ishah Shaqrah. No children or spouses were
mentioned in the wagqfiyah as beneficiaries of any of its resources, which leads us
to believe that he had none. This is confirmed in line 336 of the wagfiyah where
property he owned is assigned to his “possible future” children. The wagqfiyah was
written when Ibn Taghribirdi was 58 years old and he died four years later on Dhii
al-Hijjah 874/1470. Ibn Taghribirdi stopped writing his chronicles in 872/1468
after becoming very sick, and remained bedridden for the last two years of his
life. The last modification in the deed, executed only a few weeks before his
death, favored a protégé of his and does not mention a wife or children. Thus, we
can safely conclude that he died with no children or wife surviving him.

One of the important functions of the wagf system was to transmit income
to family members by allocating revenues in excess of the waqf expenses. This
surplus would normally go to the founder in his lifetime and to his descendants
upon his death. Having no children of his own, Ibn Taghribirdi divided the
revenue surplus after his death into three equal portions; one third went to his
only surviving sister, Khawand ‘A’ishah Shaqrah (he did not assign a burial place
to her as she was married to Khalil ibn al-Nasir Faraj and was thus entitled to a
royal burial at the khanqah of Faraj ibn Barqiiq). The second third went to his
niece ‘A’ishah, and the remaining amount was to be equally distributed among
Zayn al-Din Muhammad al-Maghribi and his brother Badr al-Din Barakat together
with the surviving freed slaves of Ibn Taghribirdi.* Zayn al-Din may have been
his favorite young servant. Al-Jawhari maliciously claims that Ibn Taghribirdi
allocated to him his entire turbah and most of its jobs and revenue at the expense
of his sisters and heirs.> This is a naked lie and a libel aimed at tarnishing the
reputation of Ibn Taghribirdi by his rival, since the wagfiyah allocated to him only
a minor share of the surplus of revenues and a modest job.

The succession to the top job in the wagqfiyah, nazir al-wagqf, also shows Ibn
Taghribirdi’s commitment and attachment to his family; after his death it would
be passed on to his niece ‘A’ishah, then to her husband Qulmitay (and their
descendants), his sister Shaqrah, his other niece Zaynab bint Hamzah, or their
descendants, and then to Zayn al-Din Muhammad and his brother. If they were all

“1bid., 7:200.
“Dar al-Wath@’iq al-Qawmiyah MS 147 Mamalik, lines 425-41.
S0Al-Jawhari, Inb@ al-Hasr, 182.
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deceased, it would then be left to a high-ranking state official. !

Ibn Taghribirdi was wealthy and lived a long life by Mamluk standards, where
it was very unusual for someone of his social status and age to have no wife,
concubine, or children. The only person from outside the family of the founder
who was given a share in the surplus revenue of the turbah, and was included in
the succession to the position of al-nazir and exempted from some restrictions,
was the aforementioned Zayn al-Din Muhammad. Al-Jawhari believed that Ibn
Taghribirdi willed him all his property at the expense of his sisters and relatives
in violation of the inheritance rules set by the shari‘ah. He referred to Zayn al-Din
Muhammad as “fatah,” meaning the boy or valet of Ibn Taghribirdi, a term that
may carry sexual connotations in the language of the time. Can this be taken as
an indication of the sexual preference of Ibn Taghribirdi in view of his unusual
celibacy? Given the current state of our knowledge such a possibility is sheer
conjecture; however, it is an interesting dimension that has never been addressed
before.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the wagqfiyah of Ibn Taghribirdi is useful for investigating several
architectural, economic, and social issues. It enables us to reconstruct an accurate
layout of the turbah, its units, and functions, which suggests the development of
the turbah from a simple mausoleum into a large complex during the Mamluk
period. The analysis of the turbah’s financial outlay is a viable indicator of the
wage levels at that time, and the financial and social status of the founder and of
the turbah inhabitants. This study has also shed light on some personal aspects
of Ibn Taghribirdi’s life, such as his family relations, his affiliations, and his
generous and grateful disposition, and has shown the fallacy of some claims by
his envious critics. Such issues are hardly dealt with in the more formal and
politically-oriented contemporary biographies.

In conclusion, historiographers are mainly concerned with studying the
method, concepts, and literary structure used by medieval historians and schools
of historical thought. Such understanding is not possible without an analysis of
the interplay between a historian’s life, career, and the cultural currents that
shaped his literary works.>*> Understanding the life of Ibn Taghribirdi and his social
and economic background is therefore essential for an accurate interpretation of
his historical works and their proper context. The conclusions reached here and
in similar studies can contribute to this contextualization and an independent
interpretation of his historical works.

1Dar al-Wath?@’iq al-Qawmiyah MS 147 Mamalik, lines 478-92.
52R. Stephen Humphreys, Islamic History: A Framework for Inquiry (Cairo, 1992), 133-35.
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Fig. 1. Location of the turbah of Ibn Taghribirdi and its surroundings
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Fig. 2. Plan of the turbah of Ibn Taghribirdi
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Fig. 3. Plan of the turbah of Abii Zakariya Ibn ‘Abd Allah Miisa
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TexT oF THE WAQFIYAH OF IBN TAGHRIBIRDI

The wagqfiyah is kept at the National Archives in Cairo under no. 147 and dated
14 Sha‘ban 870/1465 recto and verso.>® It is a paper roll 33 cm wide and 17.20
m long, written in black ink in clear handwriting, and remains generally in good
condition except for some disintegration in the left margin.

The following is a transcription® of the microfilm copy of the wagqfiyah.
The notarization sections with the standard legal formulae of attestation and
certification by the chief judges in the recto and verso or margins of the waqfiyah
have been omitted. Those notarization sections in many cases are either damaged
or illegible and are not relevant to the context of this article.

The recto of the wagfiyah consists of 25 pages, of which pages 1 to 13 and 18 to 24
are notarization sections. The verso of the wagfiyah comprises the most important
part, with brief notarization sections in the margins that are also omitted.

Recto:
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o slall s ) sl 3 sad) (5 6l (& siall bl g il s gl o jall &y pad) L) aldl

O g Cpuibaall gl Cpalladl 8 Laladl aa ol adbiall g Lalad) Cana (pfianall g ala) sase ()

Loy (g0 bl e (3 (53 30 5 35 andl SUBYY oy S (g 31 (g o sall Jladl KU Y1 jRall Y 5
AU a5 () gada 15 dan Il et bl seiy (S sl g dudall 5 apelidl) (iledl JIS 5

halgudl 03 sgudi aialy JLiall il gl g 5 4l dans ol 5 4] sl g oDlef 4l Ll il

dan b4 S5 V) danll pan Gy Al 5 i 5 il ()

Cig e s Lo jalls slasll &ali ol i 8 @lld Lails Gavas (el Jual (e ALK

201 a3 g2 U ey il o3 JulS s Ll s Ly
a5 [ s 5] dals pudal ) () o gl aadl g La o dals ol ) ) i A 10

[ 3 any )t Bl ) oty i) and 5 o Amls ) iy 3530

[48] o sbeall Lo 5 (AT Lo 38 3 il 5 dliall g o syl 5 allaall (o Al caniyg g iy Loy B

) S il g lly allgall 8L o il alad) oDle M bl alaf oDt Al jliiall ) gl) jiall LY g sic

(e g Aaliaial) 5 4 Jln 5 4 g g 48k s Al o il 2l o3lely ) il Gl sl 5 51 5l
E o3l s sanll 58l o il gl i ) garall Jlall s (e oo i) il aSle 8 s Ladles 15

[e]ott

@M\;ﬂ\u@ggﬂ\&ﬂ\g?eﬁmq&\«sﬁ)uafu)s\z\@u;wﬂ@

Al (il (g ) seindl dema dile (o (paluadll e an T L) iy sl e Al lal) (Sl

0583l gl jallay jhausall o S allas) AV 4] Gl 5 (S o 3o ] 4 peaall Jlally 5y el oSl

IS iy puad g 4dg U [1K] 4 (g odle) 4dy 5 aiu s AV (galea (o (p pde il a KU adady # 5 54l)

53The document we now have is a transcription of the original deed, but it is considered a legal
document since it was authenticated by a notary and confirmed by witnesses. See n. 2 above.
STranscription in general follows the orthography of the original except in a few cases. Words
that are incomplete, illegible, or damaged are put between brackets.
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